BIHAR

DATA HIGHLIGHTS : THE SCHEDULED CASTES
Census of India 2001

The State of Bihar was bifurcated, with the formation of the State of Jharkhand in
November 2000. Presently, the State has 37 districts, after its reorganization.

The Scheduled Caste. (SC) population of Bihar State is 13,048,608 as per 2001
census constituting 15.7 per cent of the total population (82,998,509) of the State. The State
holds 3™ rank among all the States and UTs in terms of SC population. The growth of SC
population during 1991-2001 has been 30.7 per cent which is 2.1 per cent higher than the
growth of total population (28.6 percent). The State has a total of twenty three (23)
Scheduled Castes and all of them have been enumerated at 2001 census. Overall, the State
accounts for 1.3 per cent of the total SC population of the country.

2. The Scheduled Castes are overwhelmingly rural, with 93.3 per cent residing in rural
areas. Among the districts, Gaya has the highest proportion of SCs (29.6 per cent) followed
by Nawada, Aurangabad, Kaimur, Vaishali and Nalanda. Kishanganj district has the lowest
proportion of the SC population (6.6 per cent).

3. Out of twenty three (23) SCs, Chamar is the most populous caste with a population of
4,090,070, constituting 31.3 per cent of the total SC population. Dusadh is the second
largest SC, having a number of 4,029,411 forms 30.9 per cent of the SC population. Four
other SCs in the descending order are Musahar, Pasi, Dhobi and Bhuiya. Along with
Chamar and Dusadh, the six castes constitute 93.2 per cent of the total SC population of the
State. Five castes, namely Chaupal, Bantar...upto Rajwar having population in the range of
100,111 to 213,795, constitute 5.8 per cent and the remaining 12 castes along with the
generic castes constitute the residual 1.1 per cent of the total SC population. Eight (8) SCs
have below 5000 population. Of them, two castes, namely, Ghasi and Lalbegi are very small,
having population less than 1000.

4. Chamar constitute 58 — 67 per cent of the total SC population in Gopalganj, Siwan,
Buxar and Kaimur districts. Dusadh constitute 54 per cent each in Vaishali and Begusarai
districts. Pasi and Bhuiya are primarily concentrated in Gaya district whereas Musahar and
Dhobi have maximum concentration in Purnia and Purba Champaran districts respectively.

Sex Ratio

5, The over all sex ratio of the SC population in Bihar is 923 females per 1000 males
which is lower than the national average of 936 in respect of all SCs.

6. Among numerically larger groups, Bhuiya have recorded the over all sex ratio higher
than the national average. Other five major SCs have the over all sex ratio lower than the
national average.

7 The sex ratio in the age group 0-6 years (963) is higher than that of the SCs at the
national level. All the major castes have recorded child sex ratio higher than the national
average with Bhuiya having equal number of male as well as female children.
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Statement - 1: Sex Ratio

Age All SCs | All SCs
group | (India) (Bihar)

All ages 936 923 940 932 927 922 920 912
0-6 938 963 1000 973 959 940 975 955

Bhuiya |Musahar| Chamar | Dhobi | Pasi |Dusadh

Literacy & Educational Level

8. The literacy among the Scheduled Castes of Bihar is dismally low. The over all
literacy rate of SCs is 28.5 per cent at 2001 census which is nearly half of that
recorded for all SCs at the national level (54.7 per cent). Male and female literates
constitute 40.2 per cent and 15.6 per cent respectively. These figures are lower than
those at the national level (66.6 per cent & 41.9 per cent).™

Among the numerically larger castes, Dhobi have registered the highest over all
literacy as well as female literacy followed by Pasi, Dusadh and Chamar. Musahar have
shown the lowest literacy rate.

Statement - 2 : Literacy Rate

Literacy | All SCs - .

rate (Bihar) Dhobi Pasi Dusadh | Chamar | Bhuiya | Musahar
Persons 28.5 43.9 40.6 33.0 321 13.3 9
Females 15.6 279 253 18.5 16.8 6.5 39

9. Among the literates, 39.7 per cent of SCs are either without any educational level or
have attained education below primary level. The proportion of literates who have attained
education up to primary and middle levels constitute 28.4 per cent & 13.1 per cent
respectively. As many as 15.1 per cent literates are educated up to matric/ secondary/higher
secondary etc. Graduates & above are 3.6 per cent while non -technical & technical diploma
holders constitute a meagre 0.1per cent only.

10.  Among the major castes, Dhobi have the highest proportion of matriculates (19.7 per
cent) whereas Musahar and Bhuiya have the lowest proportion of matriculates (6 per cent
each). Chamar have every 7" literates, a matriculate, whereas Dusadh and Pasi have every
6" literate, a matriculate.

11. It may be discerned from the educational levels attained by all SCs, the drop-out rate
is high after primary level as the percentage of middle level literates is less than half of the
primary level literates. Number of students decline sharply from secondary level onwards.
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Statement - 5 : Levels of Education among the major Scheduled Castes

Educational levels attained
 feain Wi Matric/
erate withou Secondary/ | Technical &
Names of Below ry
SCs educational | gy | primary | Middle Higher Non-  |Graduate &
level y Secondary/ | technical above
Intermediate |diploma etc.
etc.
All Scheduled
Castes 6.6 33.1 284 1341 15.1 0.1 3.6
Bhuiya 15.3 441 26.5 7.4 6 nil 0.6
Chamar 5.9 336 28.5 13.4 15 0.1 3.5
Dhobi 45 ¢ 283 27 14.9 197 ™ 0.2 5.4
Dusadh 5] 32 28.5 13.7 16.1 0.1 35
Musahar 153 44 27.8 6.7 5.5 nil 0.8
Pasi 5.7 30 | 13.4 17.9 0.2 5.6

12.  Out of the total 38.8 lakh SC children in the age group 5 -14 years, 11.4 lakh attend
school constituting 29.4 per cent. Alarmingly, as many as 70.6 per cent (27.4 lakh) children
in the corresponding age group do not go to school. Among the major SCs, Dhobi have the
highest share of school going children followed by Pasi, Dusadh and Chamar.

Statement - 4 : Percentage of school going population in the age group 5-14 yrs.

Age Group| All SCs | Chamar | Dusadh | Musahar Pasi Dhobi Bhuiya

5-14 yrs, 29.4 33.7 34.1 9.8 39.4 45.6 15.1

Work Participation Rate (WPR)

13.  The Work Participation Rate (WPR) of the Scheduled Caste population is 39.7 per
cent which is marginally lower than that of all SCs at the national level (40.4 per cent). While
there has been a marginal decline in male WPR from 50.4 per cent to 49.2 per cent, female
WPR has increased from 23.3 per cent to 29.5 per cent during 1991-2001. Among the total
workers, 71 per cent are main workers and this proportion is almost comparable with that of
all SCs at the national level (73 per cent).

14.  Among the major groups, Musahar and Bhuiya have WPR higher than the national
average for all SCs whereas Chamar, Dusadh, Pasi and Dhobi have WPR lower than the
state as well as national averages.

Category of Workers

15. ‘Agricultural Labourers' constitute the highest proportion of 77.6 per cent among all
workers. This implies that more than three fourth of the total SC workers are ‘Agricultural
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Labourers'. This figure is higher than the national average (45.6 per cent). ‘Other Workers'
constitute 11.2 per cent which is lower if compared to the national average of 30.5 per cent in
respect of all SCs. ‘Cutivators’ account for 7.9 per cent against the national average of 20
per cent. Workers engaged in Household Industry (HHI) constitute 3.3 per cent which is at
par with the national average for SCs (3.9 per cent).

16.  Among the major castes, Musahar have the highest proportion of ‘Agricultural
Labourers' followed by Bhuiya, Chamar and Dusadh whereas in ‘Other Workers' category,
Pasi are leading followed by Dhobi.

Statement- 5 : Percentage Distribution of Workers in four Economic Categories

Economic |All Scheduled ¢ :

category e Chamar | Dusadh | Musahar | Pasi| Dhobi | Bhuiya

Cultivators ?.,9 79 10.3 27 [ 123 | 148 6.6

Agricultural

b i 77.6 80.2 75.9 92.5 46,5 | 481 86.8
HHI Workers 33 21 1.6 0.8 122 9.6 1.0
Other Workers 11.2 9.8 12.2 4.0 200 | 275 56

Marital Status

16. The data show that slightly more than half of the SC population is ‘never married’
(51.2 per cent) whereas ‘married’ persons constitute 45.5 per cent. ‘Widowed' persons form
3.3 per cent while a negligible percent (0.1 per cent) are ‘divorced and separated'.

17 In Bihar, proportions of married girls below 18 years (4.4 per cent) and married boys
below 21 years (5.3 per cent) are higher than those at the national level (2.8 per cent & 3.1
per cent). Among the larger castes, Bhuiya have registered the highest proportion of married
girls and boys below the legal age followed by Pasi, Musahar etc.

18.  The mean number of children ever born per ever married SC woman (45 — 49 years)
is 3 which is less than that of all SCs at the national level (4).

Religion

19. Hinduism is the predominant religion of the SCs of Bihar. Nearly cent per cent (99.9

per cent) SCs are Hindus. Only a negligible number of SCs are Sikhs(878) and Buddhists
(4,842) who together constituting 0.04 per cent.
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Total Rural Population of Literates, llliterates and Non- workers
of Districts - As cencus 2001

si|  nameof Total Total | Total | %Of Total % Of | Average
No District Population | Literates Illiterates | llliterates Non-workers on: %
workers

1|E.Champaran 3688667 1025732 2662905 5.50 2466830 5.08 5.29
2 Madhubani 3450736 1130897 2319839 4.79 2255750 4 64 472
3|Muzaffarpur 3398361 1211277 2187084 4,52 2347547 4,83 4.67
4|Samastipur 3271338 1132912 2138426 4.41 2230843 4.59 4.50
| 5 Darbhanga 3028441 99867 2029762 4.19 2062190 4.25 4.22
6|Saran 2950064 1183481 1766583 365 2160817 445 4,05
7|Gaya 2997479 1101184 1896295 3.91 1839866 3.79 3.85
8/W.Champaran 2733907 771716 1962191 4.05 1667425 343 374
¢iSitamarhi 2529407 734083 1795324 371 1715083 3.53 362
j@_i{atna 2757060 1139022 1618038 3.34 1827254 3.76 3.55
11|Siwan 2564860 1030970 1633890 3174 1870128 3.85 351
:jz Vaishali 2531766 997765 1534001 317 1795828 3.70 343
13|Purnia 2321544 568611 1752933 362 1419463 292 3.27
14iKatihar 2174361 523017 1651344 341 1330116 2.74 3.07
15/Begusarai 2241743 825865 1415878 2.92 1521812 343 3.03
| 16 |Araria 2026257 523446 1502811 3.10 1208824 2.49 2.80
17|Gopalganj 2022048 749715 1272333 263 1414213 2.91 277
18|Rohtas 2123942 1003844 1120098 2.31 1456583 3.00 266
1¢|Bhagalpur 1970745 696651 1274094 263 1234940 2.54 2.59
20|Nalanda 2016899 815245 1201654 2.48 1212164 250 2.49
21|Bhojpur 1930730 885663 1045067 216 1350778 278 247
22|Aurangabad 1842998 818317 1024681 212 1212939 2.50 2.31
23|Supaul il 1644370 464350 1180020 2.44 941450 1.94 2.19
E Nawada -] 1671253 597555 1073698 PP 1031478 212 217
_2_SBanka s 1552353 519392 1032961 243 932186 1,92 2.03
26|Madhepura 1458679 393736 1064943 2.20 794565 1.64 1.92]
" 27|Saharsa 1383015 392095 990920 2.05 823896 1.70 1.87
28|Kishanganj 1167340 251227 916113 1.89 786069 1.62 1.75
29|Jehanabad 1402703 610180 792523 1.64 855067 1.76 1.70
Edamui * 1295552 417175 878377 181 730566 1.50 1.66
31|Buxar* 1273422 563223 710199 147 895231 1.84 1.65
32|Khagaria 1204027 370815 833212 1.72 755967 1.56 1.64
33|Kaimur * 1247299 535019 712280 1.47 813660 1.68 1.57
34|Munger 819950 350890 469060 0.97 561277 1.16 1.06
35|Lakhisarai * 684485 245014 439471 0.91 428759 0.88 0.90
" 36|Shechar 494699 137105 357594 0.74 339940 0.70 0.72
| 37|Sheikhpura* 444189 161001 283188 0.58 272636 0.56 0.57
TOTAL ] 74316709 25876919 48439790 100.00 48564140 100.00 100.00

fraiTis AEROET




